Chapter XXV
CHINA  AND  CHINESE  BISHOPS

S I have already pointed out, one, of the main interests
of Pius XI has been the development of the mission field,
not only in Africa, but also in the I:ar I.;ast,
In China is a country, or indeed a continent, of over
four hundred million people with a civilisation dating
back as far as, if not further than, that of any liuropcau
civilisation.
In the past we have the history of many Catholic attempts
at conversion, and the story of many famous martyrdoms,
Pope Pius XI, who has no desire to claim anything for
himself, has insisted, in all his efforts for dealing with the
mission field, that he is merely carrying out the ideals of
his predecessor, Pope Benedict; XV. However that may
be, future historians will not deny that; one of the greatest
glories of Pius XFs Pontificate has been the development
of the Catholic Missions in Africa and the Far East.
The old story of nationalism which has been causing so
much worry in Europe has not left the Past untouched.
The Chinese and the Japanese, and (or that: matter all
orientals, have been developing in the last few years an,
acute feeling of nationalism- Many of them have been
greatly attracted by Christianity, and have felt that there
was much in the religion of Rome that they could under-
stand, but the very fact that it was a western religion, or